Special Educational Needs and Disability Policy
This policy refers to the SEND Code of Practice: 0 to 25 years (2015), also Part 3 of the Children and Families Act 2014 and associated regulations and the Equality Act 2010.
Buckland Beehive SENDCo is Angie Walker
Deputy SENDCo Tara Gawman
This policy seeks to promote the successful inclusion of children with special educational needs and disabilities at Buckland Beehive Preschool.
At Buckland Beehive we are committed to offering an inclusive curriculum to ensure the best possible progress for all of our children whatever their needs or abilities.  All children are of equal value and deserve access to resources and opportunities to develop their full potential.  At Buckland Beehive we work in collaboration with families and external agencies to ensure all children are given full opportunity to reach their potential and achieve success.
Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND):
· A child or young person has SEND if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special educational provision to be made for them.
· A child or young person has a learning difficulty or disability if they have a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of their peers, or
· They have a disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of facilities of a kind generally provided for others of the same age.
(Special Education Needs and Disability Code of Practice: 0-25 years January 2015)
Admissions:
No child will be refused admission to Buckland Beehive Preschool on the basis of their special educational need.  In line with the Equality Act 2010 we will not discriminate against disabled children in respect of admissions for a reason related to their disability.  We will use our best endeavours to provide effective educational provision.
Parents or carers seeking the admission of a pupil with mobility difficulties are advised to contact Jane Beard, Owner/Supervisor of Buckland Beehive Preschool, well in advance so that discussions can take place.
Objectives:
· To identify children with special educational needs and disabilities as early as possible and ensure that their needs are met by gathering information from parents/carers, education, health and care services
· To regularly monitor the progress and development of all children to aid the early identification and assessment of children with SEND
· To make appropriate provision to overcome all barriers to learning and to ensure pupils with SEND have full access to the Preschool curriculum.  This will be co-ordinated by the SENDCo, Angie, the Manager, Jane or in her absence, the Deputy Manager, Tara. 
· Each child with SEND needs will be carefully monitored and regularly reviewed in order to ensure that individual targets are being met and identified needs are catered for.
· To ensure that training is available for all Staff to achieve a high level of SEND expertise.
· To ensure Ordinarily Available Inclusive Provision (OAIP) is provided for all children, including those with SEND, from within our own resources.  We will support all children to attend, engage and thrive at Buckland Beehive.
· Our Ordinarily Available Targeted Support Frameworks (OATS) define the enhanced adaptations and targeted interventions that we put in place to support the children who may have additional needs, including SEND.  The frameworks are structured around the four areas of need from the SEND Code of Practice and will support Buckland Beehive to identify and meet the needs of the children as part of our graduated approach.
· To promote effective partnership and communication with parents/carers, children’s services and all other agencies ensuring that;
1. Parents/carers are informed of their child’s special needs, and work with them to gain a better understanding of their child, and involve them in all stages of their child’s education and providing regular feedback on their child’s progress.
2. There are co-operation and productive partnerships with external agencies and there is a multi-professional approach to meeting the needs of all vulnerable learners
3. The environment created meets the special educational needs of each child in order that they can achieve their learning potential and can be included in activities alongside their peers who do not have SEND.

Areas of Special Educational Need:
Under the SEND Code of Practice 2015 children identified as having a special educational need (SEN) will be considered within one or more of the following categories of needs.
· Cognition and Learning:  Children with learning needs may learn at a slower pace than other children and may have difficulty developing literacy or numeracy skills or understanding new concepts.  This includes dyslexia (reading & spelling), dyscalculia (math), dyspraxia (co-ordination), and dysgraphia (writing).
· Social and Emotional: Children may experience a wide range of social and emotional difficulties which manifest themselves in many ways.  These may include becoming withdrawn or displaying challenging, disruptive or disturbing behaviour, other children may have disorders such as attention deficit disorder (ADD), Attention deficit hyperactive disorder (ADHD) or an attachment disorder.
· Communication and Interaction:  Children with speech, language and communication needs have difficulty in communication with others.  This may be because they have difficulty saying what they want to, understanding what is being said to them or because they do not understand or use social rules of communication.  Children with autism are likely to have particular difficulties with social interaction.  They may also experience difficulties with language, communication and imagination which can impact on how they relate to others.
· Sensory and Physical Needs:  Some children require special educational provision because they have a disability and this prevents or hinders them from making use of the educational facilities generally provided.  Sensory or physical needs include visual impairment, hearing impairment, multi-sensory impairment or physical disability.

A Graduated Response (APDR):
The progress made by all the children is regularly monitored and reviewed every term, any concerns raised, steps will then be taken by the SENDCo to assess if the child has a special educational need and agree the appropriate support, in agreement with parents/carers.
Buckland Beehive will ensure any actions taken support the child to make good progress in their learning and achieve positive outcomes.
Assess: Assessment involves analysing the child’s needs.  Evidence from working with the child, comparisons with peers as well as the views and experience of parent/carers are explored.  This analysis will require regular review to ensure that support and intervention is matched to need and that barriers to learning are clearly identified and being overcome.
Plan: Planning will involve discussions between the staff regarding the areas of need and putting in place achievable goals that will demonstrate progress over time and will include a date for review.  Parents/carers will be involved and encouraged to reinforce actions in the home environment, if appropriate.
Do: All Staff and SENDCo will work with the child either on a one-to-one basis or in a small group and implement the plan.  The SENDCo will monitor progress and where required, provide further support and assessment of the child’s strengths and needs.
Review:  The review of the child’s progress will take place at roughly six weekly intervals and will evaluate the impact and quality of the support and interventions and make adjustments accordingly. Evaluations will be recorded using an Individual Learning Plan (ILP).
Statutory Assessment of Education, Health and Care Needs:
Where, despite having carried out the Graduated Response the child has not achieved the expected progress, Buckland Beehive will consider requesting an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP).  The EHCP will combine information from parents/carers, outside agencies involved with the child and any reports or assessments the Preschool have undertaken.  Once the information has been submitted, a decision will be made by the SEN 0 – 25 Team at Devon County Council about whether or not the child is eligible for an EHC needs assessment.  If successful the plan will be instigated when the child starts Primary Education and will be reviewed every twelve months.
Role of the SENDCo:
· Overseeing provision for children with SEND
· Assessing and evaluating children that need support
· Liaising with and supporting keyworkers and other staff members whenever necessary
· Interpreting legal requirements and reporting to all staff new guidelines or information from SEND forum meetings
· Overseeing the records of all the children with SEND and ensuring they are kept up to date
· Liaising with external agencies involved with a child
· Overseeing the Assess, Plan, Do, Review (APDR) process for all children
· Liaise with parents and keep them informed of their child’s progress
Transition:
A change of school and staff can be an exciting, yet anxious time for all children.  At Buckland Beehive we recognise that this can be very challenging for some children with SEND.  We endeavour to make sure these periods of change are carefully managed in a sensitive way to provide continuity of high-quality provision and reassurance to children and families.
Contact with Primary Schools will be made and a Team Around the Family (TAF) meeting can be arranged to discuss transition.  This may include additional visits to the school of choice prior to the start of term.
External Support Services:
External support services play an important part in helping Buckland Beehive identify, assess and make provision for pupils with special education needs and/or disabilities.
Liaison with external agencies supplements the support and assessment of the needs of individual children.  Regular liaison is maintained with the following external agencies.
Devon County Council Early Years Complex Needs Service
Health Visitor
Speech & Language Therapy
Physiotherapy
Occupational Health 
Nursery Plus
What is Nursery Plus?
Nursery Plus provides support for early years settings for children with additional or special educational needs.  Nursery Plus will work alongside staff within the setting promoting inclusive practise in order to meet the targeted needs of the child within the Prime Areas of the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS).  They will agree a plan with agreed targets (APDR) to support the child’s progress.  This will be reviewed by all parties including parents/carers and will be available to access at any time within the setting.
Eligibility Criteria:
The child needs to be in receipt of Early Years 3 -4 Education Funding.  Priority is given to children who are due to start Foundation in the coming academic year/September after their 4th Birthday
The child shows a delay in one or more aspects of the Prime Areas
The setting has followed the Graduated Response and after a period of intervention there is little evidence of progress.
The setting will be required to make a referral to Nursery Plus, using the agreed Nursery referral form.
Nursery Plus will…..
Visit the setting regularly to support the child individually or in a small group
Meet with the setting SENDCo to discuss updates and APDR targets
Support the setting with any onward referrals, funding requests or EHCP requests
Liaise with other professionals
Support with primary school transitions during the summer term.
Support will end when the child has met the long term agreed targets on the APDR process.
General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR)  2018
We are required through GDPR to take care of all personal information given to us and we take this responsibility seriously.  We will not give information about you or your child to anyone outside the setting without your prior agreement. 

Signed by the Preschool Manager:………………………………………………………….
Date:……………………………………….
Written:  21/02/2026
Reviewed Annually
Read by:
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